Application of the mini-mu phage for the isolation of lac transcriptional fusions in Bacillus subtilis genes.
A cassette containing a selectable cat gene and the lacZ gene without its own promoter has been incorporated into the mini-Mu bacteriophage genome. This mini-Mu derivative, referred to as mMu-Bs, can be used in Escherichia coli for the generation of lacZ transcriptional fusions to Bacillus subtilis genes cloned into plasmids. The resultant fusions can be analyzed in B. subtilis either as multicopy plasmids or as a single copy integrated via a Campbell-like recombination into the wild-type locus of the cloned fragment.